
 

Crossing Automation Names Hakuto Corporation Exclusive Distributor for Japan 

 

Fremont, Calif.—April 20, 2010—Crossing Automation, Inc. (www.crossinginc.com), a leading 

supplier of efficient, cost-effective front-end and back-end automation solutions and engineering 

services to high volume semiconductor equipment manufacturers, today announced that Hakuto 

Corporation (www.hakuto.co.jp) is the company’s exclusive distribution channel in Japan as of 

April 1, 2010. Moving forward, Hakuto will offer sales, service and support for Crossing 

Automation’s vacuum and atmospheric wafer automation products. 

“Following the acquisition of Asyst’s atmospheric wafer handling assets last year, we have been 

deeply focused on supporting existing customers and strategically growing our business 

worldwide,” said Robert MacKnight, president and CEO of Crossing Automation. “We have 

selected Hakuto to work hand in hand with our direct staff in Japan to ensure that we can deliver 

the highest levels of customer support as we work to build our customer base in this key market.” 

Hakuto will immediately accept orders and support Crossing’s complete product portfolio. 

Crossing Automation’s Japan staff will work very closely with Hakuto to provide a smooth 

transition as well as first line sales and support.  

“Crossing is a unique company that offers comprehensive end-to-end wafer handling solutions for 

semiconductor manufacturing while maintaining a concerted focus on customer satisfaction. 

Crossing is also well positioned with its product line to provide solutions in new markets such as 

life sciences, green technology, and nanotechnology where Hakuto is currently engaged,” said Mr. 

Noriaki Tomioka, senior vice president of the Electronics Equipment Division at Hakuto. “Hakuto is 

also highly committed to its customers, making us an ideal partner to represent Crossing. We will 

work with them to meet the needs of new and existing customers and are already actively 

engaged in bringing Crossing’s products to the Japanese market.” 

Crossing’s atmospheric capability includes Load Ports, EFEMs, Sorters, Lot Tracking (RFID and 

SmartTag) and SMIF products that Crossing offers as a result of the acquisition of Asyst 

Technologies in 2009. The company has combined these products with Crossing’s 

ExpressConnect™ vacuum products to create a complementary set of products and solutions for 

multiple automation markets.  

ABOUT CROSSING AUTOMATION 

Crossing Automation is a leading supplier of efficient, cost-effective front-end and back-end 

automation solutions and engineering services to high volume semiconductor equipment 

manufacturers. The company’s unique approach to automation solutions enables its customers to 

shorten time to market, lower development costs and reduce total costs. Through its front-end 
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and back-end automation solutions, Crossing achieves critical manufacturing flexibility for OEMs 

and IC manufacturers alike. 

 

Crossing’s End-to-End Automation Platforms 

Crossing Automation’s ExpressConnect
TM

 modular building block family of automation 

components delivers integrated atmospheric and vacuum substrate handling sub-systems with 

small footprints, low costs and high productivity for semiconductor manufacturing. Crossing also 

delivers a broad range of leading-edge, cost-effective 300 mm, 200 mm, and 150 mm component 

technologies to both OEMs and semiconductor manufacturers including isolation, robotics, and 

tracking. Crossing implements a system architecture that uses highly reliable linear transfer 

devices and simplified control algorithms to improve efficiencies and control reliability and is key 

to enabling a comprehensive, flexible, end-to-end automation solution. 

 

ABOUT HAKUTO 

Hakuto was founded in November 1953, originally as a trading company who deals with import 

and re-sale of crystal ore.  Through partnerships with over 200 high-tech suppliers worldwide, 

Hakuto imports and distributes electronics products.  Hakuto also provides full technical support 

to customers, including technical guidance and demonstrations. 
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